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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Epscm  and  Ewell. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1955,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
outlined  in  Circular  17/55  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  indicate  that  satisfactory 
conditions  for 'good  health  prevailed.  Birth  and  death  rates  shew 
little  change  on  last  year.  The  reason  for  the  recurrent  high  level 
of  the  death  rate  was  explained  in  my  report  fer  1954*  A figure 
which  provides  a good  indication  of  the  care  and  attention  given  to 
the  maintenance  of  health  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
1 year  of  age,  which  foil  to  a new  low  level. 

The  outstanding  matter  in  relation  to  infectious  disease 
is  the  imminence  of  the  production  of  a vaccine  against  infection  by 
the  poliomyelitis  virus.  By  good  fortune  there  was  no  serious 
outbreak  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  this  year,  but  hitherto  it  has 
been  impossible  to  take  effective  steps  to  prevent  such  an  occurrence. 

The  time  is  now  near  when  it  will  be  possible  for  a widespread  artificial 
immunity  to  be  given. 

In  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  report  a great  deal  of 
information  is  to  be  found  concerning  housing  conditions,  supervision 
of  food  supplies  and  many  other  matters  coming  within  the  survey  of  a 
public  health  department.  He  and  his  staff  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  which  they  have  maintained. 

It  is  my  pleasure  once  again  to  record  my  appreciation  to 
the  Council  and  particularly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  which  they  have  given  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  fulfilling  its  duties,  I am  most  grateful 
also,  to  the  Council's  officers  in  other  departments  for  the  co-opera- 
tion and  advice  which  they  have  been  able  and  willing  to  give  on  many 
occasions. 


I am,  Mr,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

CYRUS  r/E, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  EWELL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1255=56 

J#  A.  Larby,  J.P, 

Mrs,  A,  Winter 
A.  Bain,  J.P, 

H,  A.  V.  Edvards 
W,  J,  D,  Godsell 
P.  A.  L,  Hodges,  A.M.I.I.A, 

Mrs.  M.  M.  King 
S.  L.  Skilton 
K.  V.  Waddilove 
J.  Waller,  A.S.A.A, 

G,  K,  Young,  A.R.I.C.S, 

R.  L.  Mitchell,  M,A„,  LL,B,,  J.P, 

0.  H.  N,  Langston 

HOUSING  (SELECTION  OF  TENANTS)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Representatives  cn  the  Sub-Committee 
set  up  by  the  Housing  Committee:-  The  Chairman 
(or  in  his  absence  Councillor  Edvards)  and 
Councillor  Mrs,  M,  M.  King, 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Councillors  H.  A.  V.  Edvards,  Mrs,  M.  M,  King 
and  J.  Waller,  A.S.A.A, 

ABOLITION  OF  CESSPOOLS  SUB-COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  Councillor 
P.  A.  L.  Hodges  A.M.I.I.A,,  and  three 
representatives  each  of  the  Severage  and  Sevage 
Disposal,  Water  and  Finance  Committees 

Repre se n ta tive s of  the  Council  on 

( 1)  .CENTRAL  DIVISIONAL  (HEALTH)  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Aldermen  A.  E.  Oven  and  Mrs,  A,  Winter  and 
Councillors  0.  H.  N.  Langston  and  Mrs,  L.  M, 
Woodcock, 

( 2 ) EPSOM  AND  LEATHERHEAD  TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  Alderman 

Vice-Chairman  n 

Councillor 


Ex  Officio  Members, 

The  Mayor  Councillor 

The  Deputy  Mayor  " 


The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee, 
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BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  EWELL 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer of .Health : 

o Cyrus  Ivo,  M*B, , (Lond, ) ^M.R.C.S.  (Eng. ) <.E«R«C.P,  (Lend.)  ? D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Insr-eofor ? 


/ 

Wm, 
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i 0.  Haggor 

M.R,S.H5? 

F.S , 

.I.A, 

Deputy  Chib 
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M.S, 
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Additional 

S a nitary  Xnspec. tors: : 

/ 

W. 

0. 

Alder 
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1th  is  Clerical  Staff? 


Senior  Clerk? 

Cle  rk/Telephonis  t s 
Junior  Clerk: 


0,  Ho  Argent.  (Resigned  30,9,55) 

Miss  Eo  E.  Uolan  (From  l.iC055) 

Mrsf.  M.  E®  Joseph 

Miss  M®  Chalice r (Appointed  21cll„55) 


Trained  Nurse  engaged  on  Public  Health  . Unties. s 
Miss  E.  Hauxwell,  S.R.N.  Resigned  31«.7055a  (Post  in  abeyance) 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector* s Clerical  Staff  and  Outside  Staff : 


Chief  Clerk:  H.  J.  T.  Woolf ord,  A.R.S.H. 

Senior  Shorthand/Typist  and  Clerk?  Miss  D,  D.  Wood 
Shorthand  Typist  and  Clerk:  Mrse  J • Bulozuik 

Junior  Clerk:  R,  S,  Clapton 


General  Assistants  and  W.  Goodenough 

Mortuary  Attendants:  J.  I.  Stephens 


Rodent  Operatives: 


A.  Bawden 
E.  Merrett 


o The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  clerical  staff  act 

in  a similar  capacity  for  the  Dorking  and  Leatherhead  Urban 
Districts  and  for  tho  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District. 

/ Holds  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  Inspector 

of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


x Holds  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society 

of  Health 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR 

THE  HEAR  3 955 


I. 


S OF^^AF|A 


Area  (acres)  *** 

0 * f 

Ml  • • • 

8,427 

Population  (Census  3.951)  *•• 

l«« 

• • t 

68,055 

Populat:!  on  (Estimated  mid-yea: 

r 1955) 

* O * « « * 

67,210 

Density  (pcraoifv  per,  acre)..* * 

iff 

Ml  ♦ # * 

8.0 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 

31st  De 

comber,  1955 

18,512 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1955 

991 

£735,512 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Ra‘ 

be  » , • 

< 0 « f II 

£3,205 

EHIRi  0T/ /ROM  VX'.t 

;AIt  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  TEAR 

Lire  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

6 56 

361 

2C5 

Birth  rate  per 

Legitimate 

652 

3?0 

282 

1 , 000  pop: ilation 

9%  8 

Illegitimate 

24 

11 

13 

S bnndaro  ised 

> 

Still  R5.rbhs 

Birth  Rate 

10.9 

Total 

20 

12 

3 

Rate  per  3. ,000 

Legitimate 

19 

11 

3 

•total  live  and 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

« 

still  births 

29*6 

Deaths 


Total 

Privn te  re  aid  snts 


1,3.18  527  591 

622 


Patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  496 
>atha_  of  Infanta  under  1 year  o:?  am? 


Rate  per  1/000 

^XT  p'lij-cl’t»io.U 

Crude  Death 


S to  ndardis  od 
Death  Rata 


0.30 

16*6 

14*6 


Total 

Legit5.mate 

Illegitimate 


8 

5 

3 


Death,?  cf  Infants  -under  1 north  of  age 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Maternal  Mortality 


6 

4 

2 


4 

3 

1 


4 

3 

1 


4 Infant  Mortality 
2 Rate  per  1,000 

2 live  births  12,6 


2 Neonatal  mortality 
1 rats  per  1?000 

1 live  births  9*1 


Maternal  causes  excluding  abortion 
Due  to  abortion 


Maternal 
mortality  rate 


Table  I a her?  birth  and  death  rates,  and  case  rate?  for 
infectious  diseases,  with  a comparison  uith  the  figures  for  3-954% 

Table  il  givv&  a comparison  of  birth P death  and  infant 
mortality  rates  for  the  district  since  '1931  f with  the  .figures  for 
England  .and  Wales  for  the  sane  period* 
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BIRTHS 


Live  births  numbered  656,  of 'which  361  were  males  and  295 
females,  representing  a birth-rate  of  9*8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  the  rate  of  15 #0  for  England  and  Wales,  A comparability 
factor  (l„12)  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General,  allowing 
for  variations  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas y which  permits  comparison  of  the  local  rate  with  those 
of  other  districts*  After  application  of  the  factor  a standardised 
birth-rate  of  10  0 9 is  obtained.  In  1954  there  were  653  births  with 
a standardised  birth-rate  of  10„9, 

One  reason  for  the  low  birth-rate  is  the  fact  that  nearly 
one-eighth  of  the  Borough5 s pop'h.ation  consists  of  patients  in 
hospitals  who  take  no  part  in  the  reproductive  life  of  the  community. 


DEATHS 


Deaths  assigned  to  the  area  numbered  1,118,  representing  a 
crude  death-rate  of  16C6  per  1,000' of  the  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion, compared  with  the  rate  of  lit,  7 for  England  and  Woles 9 In  this 
total  the  deaths  of  males  numbered  527  and  of  females  59Xo 

A compnir.bij.ity  factor  (.0*88)  has  been  provided  by  the 
Registrar  General  which  may  bo  applied  to  bho  crude  death-rate  for 
use  in  comparing  the  local  death-rate  with  the  standardised  rates 
of  other  areas  or  with  the  crude  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

The  factor  makes  allowance  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distributions 
of  local  populations?  Application  of  the  factor  to  the  crude  death- 
rate  gives  a standardised  death-rate  cf  I4«  60 

In  1954  there  were  1,141  deaths,  giving  a standardised 
death-rate  of  15c 0 


The  explanation  for  the  high  death-rate  figures  of  the  past 
3 years  is  found  in  a change  that  was  made  in  1953  In  the  procedure 
of  assigning  deaths  for  statistical  purposes  by  the  Registrar  General, 
Prior  to  1953  the  great  majority  of "deaths  which  took  place  in 
hospital  wore  assigned  to  the  area  which  the  patient  last  resided, 
”rom  1953  the  deaths  of  persons  in  hospitals  in  which  the  average 
period  of  stay  of  patients  exceeds  6 months  have  been  assigned  to 
the  district  in  which  the  hospital  is  situated*  All  deaths  in  the 
local  hospitals  for  mental  disorders  and  in  the  institutions  for  the 
chronic  sick  are  now  dealt  with  in  this  way,  This  year  496  of  the 
1.118  deaths-'  assigned  occurred  in  the  group  of  mental  hospitals,  in 
an  aggragrate  patient  population 'of  7,841,  compared  with  622  deaths 
in  the  remaining  population  of  59,369, 

The  average  age  at  death  of  the  private  residential 
population  was  66,7  years  for  males  and  73o3  years  for  females,  and 
of  the  mental  hospital  population  64,4  years  and  71*5  years  for  males 
and  females  respectively. 

Causes  of  Death 

All  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  are  classified  in  Table 
III  which  is  subdivided  to  show  whether  the  residence  was  private  or 
hospital.  In  examining  this  table  it  will  be  noted  that  for  certain 
causes  deaths  among  hospital  patients  outnumbered  those  of  private 
residents.  This  position  occurred  in  deaths  from  tuberculosis, 
syphilitic  disease  and  accidents  other  than  road  accidents.  The 
question  of  buhex*culo».is  is  discussed  in  Section  6 of  this  report, 
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Causes  of  Death  Xcpnt, ) 

and  a note  on  fatal  accidents  is  given  below*  The  high  death-rate 
from  syphilitic  disease  in  hospital  patients  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  it  was  one  of  the  later  manifestations  of  the  disease , general 
paralysis  of  the  insane,  which  was  responsible.  Patients  suffering 
from  this  condition  are  admitted  for  the  care  and  special  treatment 
available  in  mental  hospitals,  and  these  figures  record  only  those 
cases  in  which  the  progress  of  the  disease  had  not  been  stopped 
sufficiently  early  for  the  patient  to  be  discharged, 

4c.cide.ntal  Deaths 

(1)  Road.  Accidents.  Five  deaths  'were  registered  as  being 
caused  by  road  accidents,  compared  with  9 in  1954a 

(2)  Other _Ac c ide nts  The  number  of  accidental  deaths,  other 

than  road  accidents,  fell  from  34  in  1954  to  23,  Thirteen  of  these 
deaths  occurred  in  mental  hospitals  and  in  some  cases  the  accidents 
had  occurred  before  admission  to  hospital,  Frequently  the  accidents 
were  trivial  in  character,  such  as  slight  falls  in  the  ward,  home  or 
street*  As  most  of  the  persons  concerned  were  elderly  the  injuries 
and  shock  were  sufficient  to  start  the  pathological  processes  which 
ultimately  caused  their  deaths «, 

Suicidal  Deaths 

Suicidal  deaths  numbered  6,  of  which  1 was  in  a hospital 
patient,  In  1954  the  number  was  II, 


INF1NT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  8,  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  12,6  per  1,000  live  births.  These 
figures  compare  favourably  with  the  rate  of  24*9  for  England  and 
Wales,  and  are  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  this  districts  Six  of 
the  deaths  occurred  within  28  days  of  birth,  giving  a neonatal  death- 
rate  of  9«1  por  1,000  live  births  compared  with  17C3  for  England 
and  Wales, 


Three  of  the  deaths  were  of  illegitimate  children,  giving 
a mortality  rate  for  illegitimate  infants  of  12,5  por  1,000  live 
illegitimate  births.  The  cause  in  one  case  was  neglect  at  birth, 
and  in  another  serious  developmental  defects.  In  the  third  case  an 
attack  of  acute  suppurative  bronchitis  resulted  in.  death,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  treatment  in  hospital  was  obtained  very  early  in  the 
illness.  This  analysis  of  the  circumstances  causing  deaths  does  not 
suggest  that  illegitimcy  was  an  important  factor  in  2 of  the  3 cases. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  wex*o  no  deaths  attributable  to  maternal  causes*  The 
maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1955  was  0,64, 
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POPULATION 


With  deaths  at  1,118  outnumbering  births  by  462,  the 
population  of  the  Borough  would  appear  to  be  in  a state  of  acute  decline. 
If  the  births  (656)  are  considered  in  relation  to  the  deaths  of 
private  residents  (622)  a natural  increase  of  34  is-  apparent*  The 
vacancies  in  the  mental  hospitals  caused  by  death  are  quickly  filled 
by  admissions  from  the  London  boroughs,  and  their  aggre grate 
population  remains  fairly  consistent,  I'br  the  first  time  since 
the  Census  of  1951  the  Registrar  General *s  estimate  of  population 
shows  on  increase  (80)  on  the  proceeding  year-.  The  estimated 
population  is  now  845  below  the  Census  figure* 
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2.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OFJgALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  .EAGILITIES 


Tho  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  is  maintained  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  A 
local  laboratory  of  the  service  is  situated  at,  West  Hill  House , Epsom# 

Tho  staff  of  the  laboratory  examine  and  report  on  material 
submitted  by  medical  practitioners  and  on  bacteriological  conditions 
of  samples  of  milk,  food  and  water  taken  by  local  authorities  Public 
Health  Departments#  The  results  of  the  examination  of  water  and 
milk  supplies  are  summarised  in  later  sections  of  this  report,  and 
those  relating  to  ice-cream  are  dealt  with  in  tho  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  report# 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  public  ambulance  service  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Surrey  County  Council,  who  have  given  the  following  information 
regarding  tho  use  of  the  service  In  this  areas- 

The  Borough  is  in  Kingston  area  of  control,  the  main 
ambulance  station  being  situated  in  Malden  (Telephone  No*  Malden  1173)# 
There  is  a sub-station  in  Langton  Avenue , E-well* 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  sudden  illness 
in  streets  and  public  places,  any  responsible  person  may  call  the 
ambulance  to  remove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone  dial  999)*  Normal 
maternity  cases  will  be  removed  if  the  applicant  can  give  evidence 
that  a maternity  bed  has  been  booked.  Maternity  cases  with  serious 
complications,  or  where  birth  is  imminent,  will  not  normally  be  moved 
without  the  authority  of  a doctor  or  certified  midwife  who  should 
travel  with  the  patient  in  the  ambulance.  The  removal  of  other  cases 
of  illness  or  accident  will  be  arranged  by  the  hospital  concerned,  or 
by  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of  tho  pationt0  For  private 
removals  a written  request,  accompanied  by  a Doctor’s  certificate, 
should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his  consideration* 
Providing  that  these  requirements  are  fulfilled  no  charge  will  be 
made  to  users* 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS.  1948  and  1951 

In  these  Acts  powers  are  given  to  local  authorities  to  seek 
court  orders  for  the  compulsory  temporary  removal  to  hospital  or 
institution  of  persons  in  ill  health  or  in  a senile  state  who  are  in 
a state  of  neglect#  No  action  was  required  during  the  year,  though 
it  was  necessary  to  consider  it  on  several  occasions# 

Since  tho  Acts  came  into  operation,  three  Orders  for 
compulsory  removal  have  been  asked  for,  the  application  having  been 
successful  in  each  case. 


NURSING  .IN  THE  HOME 


GENERAL  NURSING 

Domiciliary  nursing  is  carried  out  by  the  district  nursing 
staff  of  the  County  Council  whose  address  is  the  Nurses  Home,  19 
Alexandra  Road,  Epsom,  (Telephone  No#  Epsom  1153), 
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PROVISIOW  OF  NURSING  EQUIPMENT  AND  APPARATUS 


The  British  Red  Cross  Society  (Epsom,  Ex/ell  and  Stoneloigh 
Division)  maintain  a Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Pied  Cross  House,  117 
East  Street,  Epsom,  (Telephone  No.  Epson  3250).  The  hours  of 
opening  ares- 


Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  10  aam®  - 12  noon. 

The  depot  has  a vide  range  of  equipment  necessary  for 
nursing  in  the  home® 


HOME..  HELP  SERVICE 

This  ser vice  is  administered  locally  ty  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Surrey  Count  j Councils  Details  of  the 
service  can  be  obtained  from  the  supervisor  at  Ashley  House,  Ashley 
Road,  Epsom,  (Telephone  No.  Epsom.  9512). 


Cl  .TNT  IS  AND  TREATMENT  _ GENIES 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS , YOUNG  CHILDREN,, ETC. 

The  provision  of  services  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers 
and  young  children,  midwifery,  health  visiting,  home  nursing, 
immunisation  and  vaccination,  ambulance  and  domestic  help  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  as  local  health  authority. 
Day-to-day  administration  is  carried  on  by  the  Central  Divisional 
Health  Sub-Committee  with  offices  at  Ashley  House,  Ashley  Road,  Ensom, 
The  Health  Centres  are  situated  at  44  Waterloo  Road,  Epson,  and  at 
Ewell  Court  House 0 

Some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Borough  are  served  by 
Welfare  Centres  situated  in  adjacent  districts,  and  for  the  isolated 
areas  of  Langley  Vale  and  the  Wells  Estate  clinics  are  held  twice  a 
month  at  conveniently  situated  premises. 


VACCINATION  and  immunisation 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners 
under  the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  or  from  County 
Gouncil  Clinics.  Figures  relating  to  the  numbers  treated  will  be 
found  in  Section  6 of  this  report. 


FAMILY  PLANNING  ASSOCIATIONS  CLINIC 

A branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  is  active  in 
the  Borough,  It  provides  a weekly  clinic  at  the  Epsom  District 
Hospital  with  the  consent  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committ.ee  and 
the  Medical  Superintendent,  The  medical  staff  is  appointed  by  the 
Association  and  is  assisted  by  voluntary  workers.  The  work  of  the 
Association  is  concerned  with  the  teaching  of  contraception  to  married 
persons,  and  also  with  the  investigation,  of  sub— fertility  and  other 
sex  problems. 
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Information  has  been  received  from  the  Hon,.  Secretary, 

(Mrs*  Havley,  Telephone  Ho*  Epsom  2769)  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Association  that  1,458  visits  were  mdo  to  the  clinic  In  the  past 
year,  including  451  finest  visits,  and  that  postal  eniuljrfLes  totalled 

1 S' 07 

a,  j / t » 

Applications  for  appointments  should  be  made  to  Mrs*  Foul ton, 
Telephone  N.;#  Epell  2156# 


_0E  _g  OABIffg  .^.EOtSAKG 

The  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  people  Suffering  from 
scabies  has  continued  its  work  in  the  u^-mises  at  the  rear  of  r?The 
Cedars*,  Church  Street,  Epsom#  The  vo.vk  5s  carried  cut  by  a 
general  ir-sfpod  State  JlUgiatered  Uvurso,  and  has  tudoub  todly  been 
effective  In  its  results ^ The  function  of  the  clinic  is  essentially 
treatment*  and  patients  are  not  accepted  urd.ess  referred  by  a 
medical  p/.nae  Li  Honor,  Binphasis  .is  laid  on  the  importance  of 
prophylactic  treatment  for  close  contacts* 

Facilities  of  the  clinic  are  open  to  the  residents  of 
leatherhead  Urban  District,  whose  Council  *.tr-dertako<s  a proportionate 
shore  in  the  cost  of  the  octobllshnent#  During  the  yoer  L persons 
were  treated , 3 resident  in  the  Borough  and  1 from,  the  Leatherhead 
Urban  District* 

The  clinic  5.3  also  used  in  assisting  persons  to  rid  the:*- 
selves  of  infestation  by head  and  body  lice#  There  were  no  cases 
reported  dm'  leg  the  year# 


VlNERjJ'  DISE;U1E3 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  :1s  the  authority  responsible 
for  the  admirim tuition  of  matters  dealing  with  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases*  Details  of  local  clinics  are  set 
out  on  page  11* 


blood,  7:  tibf  tut  mu  sfrtcch 

The  South  London  Blood  Supply  Depot,  housed  at  Stanley 
Road,  Sutton  hurray,  (Telephone  Hoa  Vigilant  8221 ) has  a day  and 
night  service  for  the  issuing  of  blood  for  transfusion  purposes# 
Thus  can  be  obtained  by  medical  pra ct i ticner s on  application  direct 
to  them* 


LOCATION  AND  TliffUTABLS  OF  CLINKS 

On  the  following  page  the  location  and  time-table  of 
clird.cs  is  set  out  in  convenient  form  for  i-efextanee. 
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LOCATION  MID  TIMETABLE  OF  CLIHrCS 


Ante-natal  Clinics 

Epson  District  Hospital 

Mors , & Thurs  » 2 p,ra, 

Evrell  Court  House 

Erls  0 1*30  «-  4 P*m, 

Priory  Ores cent ? 

North  Che an 

VUf  ■?-.  TT-vc” 

I-OIa/;  Oc  ■*  v .i„ ») 

9*30  - 12  noon 

©hULd  WolfaB  Clinics 

44  Waterloo  Road,  Epson 

Mon,  & Wed.,  2-4  p*m. 

Ewell  Court  Horae 

Mon s Wed,  & Thurs, 

1930  - 4 p8m. 

Jubilee  Inat»  Malden  Rd, 
Worcester  Dark 

Mon0  & Thurs, 

1,30  - 4 p,m. 

Priory  Crescent, 

North  Che an 

Mon,  & Thurs, 

1»30  - 4 P&m» 

Parochial  Boo;© , 

Malden  Che  am 

Weds 9 2 - 4 Pan, 

St,  Step  hern  Church  Hall, 
Rosebery  Rd*  Epsom  Downs 

1st,  3rd  & 5th  Weds, 
in  month,  at  2 p,m* 

Wells  Estate 

Tug’S®  2 psn~ 

General.  School  Medical 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

44  Waterloo  Hoad,  Epson 

Ewell  Court  House 

Weds,  9.? 30  a0m.  to 

12  neon 

O T>0  0 *n 

L /O  'J  cl  0 JU  3 

Family  Planning 
Association  Clinic 

Epsom  District  Hospital. 

E n.i' i & i Up  ‘---'y 

S cells .3  Tre atment 

Clinic 

,?The  Cedars 11 , Church  St* 
Epsom 

By  Appointment 

Chest  Clinic 

Epsom  Distvl  ct  Hospital 

Tu.93,  & Thurs,  2 p.m. 
Every  3rd  Thurs,  in 
month  at  5c 30  p0m. 

Veneral  Diseases 

St,  Helier  Hospital 

Wxythe  lane, 

Car shalt on 

Males s Mens 0 5-7  p,m. 
Females;  Weds,  5-7p,m, 
Fri*  1,30  - 

3,30  p.m, 

Kings ton  Hospital 

W elver ton  Avenue, 

Kings ton-upon-T hams a 

Ferries;  Thurs  p.m, 

(By  appointment) 

(And  at  the  Out-pa- 

treat  Department  of  many  London  Hospitals) 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

44  Waterloo  Road,  Epsom 

Every  Fri*  10  a.m. 

Ewell  Court  House 

Every  Tu.es,  2 p.m. 
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SANITARY  CIR0UM3 TAN GES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


Epsom  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  Council undertaking. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells,  boring  and  adits  in  the  chalk 
situated  in  East  Street,  and  yields  a quantity  sufficient  for  all 


the  needs  of  the  community*  It  is  chlorinated  before  distribution* 
No  softening  process  is  carried  out  though  it  is  the  Council fs 
intention  to  install  a softening  process  when  it  is  able  to  obtain 
the  sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  financial,  expediture. 
Frequent  bacteriological  samples  and  chemical  samples  of  raw  and 
treated  water  are  taken  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Water 
Engineer0  The  results  shew  that  the  raw  water  and  the  water  pumped 
to  supply  have  been  of  excellent  quality# 


Ewell  and  the  greater  part  of  Cuddington  are  supplied  by 
The  Sutton  District  Water  Company  with  a softened  water  derived  from 
wells  in  the  chalk  situated  at  Che am,  Sutton  and  W oedmansterne , 
Frequent  samples  have  been  taken  at  domestic  premises  in  this  area 
and  results  found  to  be  satisfactory#  Copies  of  analytical  results 
have  also  been  received  at  regular  intervals  of  samples  taken  by  the 
Company  * s 0 f f i cials « 


The  West  Park  and  Manor  Hospitals  maintain  deep  wells  from 
which  considerable  volumes  of  water  are  pumped,  chlorinated  and 
distributed  within  the  institutions#  The  bulk  of  th.9  water  used  in 
both  hospitals  is,  however,  taken  from  the  Corporation^  mains# 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  taken  from  the  wells  is 
under  the  observation  of  the  Council  s Public  Health  Department* 


A number  of  houses  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  are 
supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  and  two  cottages  on  the 
south-west  outskirts  of  Epsom  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company* 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWER  1ST, 

Sewage  Works. 


There  are  two  Sewage  Works  in  the  Borough,  one  situated  at 
Hook  Road,  Epsom  and  the  other  near  Ruxley  Lane,  West  Ewell* 

Sewage  from  the  Epsom  area  is  delivered  to  the  Hook  Road 
Works,  where  a considerable  part  is  treated  by  the  Simplex  Aeration 
Plant*  The  remainder  gravitates  to  or  is  puimped  and  distributed 
over  the  land,  passing  finally  through  contact  beds,  storm  water  tanka 
being  brought  into  operation  during  the  periods  of  heavy  rainfall 
and  consequent  increased  flows*  The  whole  of  the  effluent  drains  to 
a tributary  of  the  river  Hogsmill  and  amounts  to  about  1,600,000 
gallons  per  day  dry  weather  flow* 

Sewage  from  Ewell  and  Cuddington  (other  than  from  a small 
area  which  discharges  to  the  Sutton  and  Oheam  Works)  gravitates  to 
the  Ruxley  Works#  From  the  West  Ewell  district  sewage  is  pumped  to 
a balancing  tank  where  it  combines  with  sewage  from  Chessington 
within  the  Borough  of  Surbiton*  Treatment  is  by  settling  tanks  and 
percolating  filters,  and  finally  through  humus  tanks.  Sludge  is 
dealt  with  on  sludge  drying  beds  and  storm  water  passes  through  a 
storm  water  tank.  The  whole  of  the  effluent  flows  to  the  river 
Hogsmill,  the  dry  weather  flow  being  approximately  1,300,000  gallons 
per  day. 


Within  the  next  few  years  both  these  works  will  become 
redundant  with  the  completion  of  the  Hogs mill  Valley  Drainage  Scheme, 
Until  that  time  complaints  of  smell  from  the  works  can  be  anticipated 
from  residents  living  near  them 

Cos. spools 


There  are  9$  cesspools  in  the  Borough  and  at  14  premises 
pail  or  chemical  closets  are  in  use* 

With  a view  to  encouraging  owners  or  premises  with 
cesspool  drainage  to  connect  to  the  public  sewer,  where  practicable, 
the  Council  has  agreed  to  a recommendation  of  the  Joint  Cesspool 
Sub-Committee,  to  undertake  the  work  of  re-drainage  and  connection 
to  the  sewer,  the  cost  to  be  met  by  the  owner  by  repayment  spread 
over  an  agreed  period  of  years. 

In  cases  requiring  conversion  from  earth  or  pail  closets 
and  connection  to  sewer,  the  Council  has  agreed  to  the  cost  being 
borne  equally  by  the  owner  and  the  Corporation,  as  provided  in 
Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

During  the  year  6 cesspools  were  abolished  and  2 new 
cesspools  provided  in  cases  where  a sewer  was  not  available. 


SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  OH  EPSOM  PCI 

At  the  Spring  Race  Meeting,  two  of  the  mobile  conveniences 
provided  by  the  Corporation,  were  put  into  use  for  the  first  time 
and  at  the  Summer  Meeting  five  wore  made  available  (three  for  women 
and  two  for  men).  On  the  quieter  days  of  the  meetings  the  mobile 
conveniences  go  a.  long  way  towards  solving  the  difficulty  of 
providing  temporary  sanitary  accommodation,  Cn  the  more  popular 
days,  they  cannot  cope  with  the  demand,  and  the  use  of  less  satis- 
factory structures  is  still  necessary, 

A new  problem  has  been  created  by  the  large  numbers  of 
people  who  come  to  the  Downs  by  car  in  fine  weather  at  all  times  cf 
the  year.  The  erection  of  permanent  public  conveniences  at  suitable 
sites  has  become  urgent,  and  Is  already  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee, 

Sanitary  conditions  on  the  Downs  also  receives  attention 
in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector-. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Collection  of  Refuse  - The  arrangements  for  public 
cleansing  are  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

Trade  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council  under  an  arrangement 
whereby  one  bin  of  trade  refuse  is  removed  for  every  £40*  of  the 
rateable  value  of  the  premises,  a standard  charge  being  made  for  any 
additional  quantity  removed, 

(b)  Disposal  of  Refuge  - Disposal  of  household  and  trade 
refuse  continues  to  be  partly  by  xncl nero.  tlnn  at  the  Epsom  Sewage 
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Public  Cleansing,  (cent,, ) 


Works,  and  partly  by  controlled  tinping  at  the  disn-sed  brick  works  in 
East  Street,  An  important  advantage  of  the  latter  system  is  the 
reclamation  of  useless  land;  which  if  left  would  tend  to  become  a 
permanent  eyesore  and  suisance,  If  care  is  taken  in  the  choice  of 
a site  for  tipping  no  nuisance  need  be  caused  to  residents  in  the 
ne ighbourhood * 

A new  tipping  site  will  become  necessary  in  the  next  few 
years e With  the  methods  now  used  there  need  be  no  nuisance  or 

inconvenience  caused  by  controlled  tippings 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


Streams  and  surface  water  courses  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  have  been  generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
The  work  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  recent  years  on  the 
Hogsmill  has  been  beneficial  in  its  results,  full  benefit  will  not 
be  obtained;  however,  until  the  completion  of  the  Hogsmill  Valley 
Joint  Drainage  Scheme,  and  the  effluent  of  the  two  sewage  works  in 
the  Borough  no  longer  discharged  Into  it9 


SWIMMING-  BATHS  .AND  POOLS 


The  Municipal  Baths  are  situated  in  East  Street,  Epsom, 
and  comprise  a covered  swimming  bath  (convertible  into  a hall) , turkish, 
foam  and  slipper  baths  and-  cafe*  Swimming  bath  water  is  subjected 
to  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination-,  frequent  bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  'bo  test  the  efficiency  of  the  purification 
process. 


There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  in  the  Borough 
open  to  the  general  public.  The  pool  is  equipped  with  plant  for 
continuous  filtration  and  chlorination,  and  the  water  is  subjected 
to  periodical  bacteriological  examination. 

The  other  bathing  pools  dr.  the  Borough  are  provided  in 
connection  with  schools  and  clubs  and  are  not  open  to  the  general 
public. 


UNITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

A classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited, 
the  defects  or  nuisances  discovered;  the  action  and  the  result  of 
action  taken  in  regard  to  these,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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HOUSING 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in 
connection  with  housing  will  bo  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector a This  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  state  of 
existing  houses. 


With  re gnrd  to  the  erection  of  new  houses.  I am  ini 
to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  following  .Information  regard! 
the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 


ebbed 

ng 


Erected  by  local  authority  20 

Erected  by  private  enterprise  206 

GoiiVo  r be  d proper  tie  s i ~ 

(a.')  by  local  authority  ~ 

('!>)  by  private  enterprise  7 


EU.JiCte  :tNG  OP  TUBERONiOS  IS  r-EFf  Id 

Two  houses  were  allocated  to  hour  .Lag  a 
families  there  were  tuberculous  members.  Since 
has  boon  given  to  05  cases  under  this  heading# 


splices?  ts  in  whose 
the  war  priority 
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MD  SUPFlTTlJOy  Cdj  F10D 


The  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  indicates  the 
effort  which  he  and  Itln  assistants  have  cade  in  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  food,  and  in  encouraging  its  careful  and  clean 
handling  by  all  concerned*  It  -Iso  contains  de-hails  of  the  work 
done  in  connection  with  sanrpling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act?  193 S 
of  which  the  Council  -took  over  responsibility  from  the  County 
Council,  on  1st  April*  1954* 
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NOyEglABIjS,,  pTIOTjp  DISEASES 


Table  IV  shows  the  number  of  ease?  of  infection?  diseases 
notified  during  1955  with  the  case  rate  per  1,000  population  for 
each  disease*  The  presence  of  several  lsrgo  hospitals  in  the 
district  influences  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases*  For 
example,  the  majority  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified 
from  the  Epsom  District  Hospital,  though  many  of  the  patients  were 
resident  in  the  Borough  only  for  the  time  of  their  confinement* 

The  notification  of  cases  of  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  which 
are  made  from  time  to  time  are  equally  due  to  the  existence  of  an 
obstinate  focus  of  infection  in  one  of  the  hospitals  for  mental 
disorders*  A column  has,  therefore,  been  included  in  this  table 
to  show  the  number  of  notifications  relating  to  patients  in  hospitals* 
Table  V shews  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  1 
classified  according  to  age  and  sox* 


S^ALLPOI 

Ho  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  during  the  year, 
Ia,cclmt^ 

During  the  year  notifications  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  of  526  primary  vaccinations,  and  of  3.38  re~ve act nations, 
which  load  been  performed  by  them.  Of  the  primary  vaccinations  4.39 
related  to  children  imdor  the  age  of  one  year,  equivalent  to  6b*  9$ 
of  the  number  of  births  registered  in 'the  Borough  during  the  year* 

The  comparative  figure  for  1954  was  59»3/« 


Sa&KTJST  JE-7EH 

For 'by- three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  46  for  the  previous  year,  The  incidence  rate 
per  1,000  population  was  0»64»  Nine  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital 
for  treatment*  The  infection  continued  to  be  mild  in  character, 
and  as  usual  was  moot  common  .in  children  of 'school  age,  32  of  the 
notifications  relating  to  children  of  5 to  9 years* 

DIJPKTHERTA 

After  the  exceptional  experience  of  last  year  when  $ cases 
of  diphtheria  occurred,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  re  case  of 
diphtheria  was  notified  in  1955* 

The  aim  is  for  every  chi3.d  to  receive  a primary  treatment 
in  its  first  year  of  life  with  reinforcing  treatments  every  3 to  4 
years  up  to  the  end  of  school  life*  It  is  not  claimed  even  with 
such  treatment  that  absolute  immunisation  will  be  attained  by  every 
child,  but  there  is  clear  evidence  that  the  risk  cf  an  untreated  child 
contracting  diphtheria  is  four  times  as  great  as  that  of  an  immunised 
child , and  that  the  risk  of  death  is  nearly  thirty  times  as  great. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  (cont,) 

Treatment  can  bo  obtained  from  general  practitioners  under 
the  terms  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  clinics 
arranged  by  the  local  health  authority,  these  being  held  ate  regular 
intervals  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Centres  serving  the  district,  of 
which  details  are  set  out  on  page  11,  These  arrangements  are 
intended  primarily  for  infants  and  others  under  school  age.  Clinics 
in  schools  are  arranged  as  required  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  pupils  requiring  treatment. 

Notifications  were  received  that  641  children  received 
primary  treatment  and  that  913  received  reinforcing  doses, . and 
possibly  some  children  may  have  been  treated  privately  or  in  other 
districts,  about  whom  information  has  not  been  received.  The 
following  figures  show  how  the  facilities  for  treatment  have  been  used. 


Primar 

rn  _ j_ y 

it  Reinforcing  Doses 

Treated  at  Clinics  and  Schools 

445 

814 

Treated  by  General  Practitioners 

196_ 

641 

913 

In  the  case  of  399  infants  the  treatment  was  completed 
before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  71*6  % of 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years  had  been  treated  and  were  still 
in  an  effective  state  of  immunity.  The  comparable  figure  for  1954 
was  71,4$* 


With  the  materials  now  available  it  is  possible  to  combine 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  immunisation  in  one  series  of 
injections* 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS 

Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  4 of  which  were 
of  the  paralytic  type  and  5 non-paralytic.  The  incidence  rate  for 
the  paralytic  form  was  0,06  and  for  the  non-paralytic  0,07, 

The  usual  precautions  of  isolating  the  patient,  imposing 
a period  of  quarantine  on  contacts  and  of  excluding  from  school 
children  in  the  affected  household  appears  to  have  had  little  effect 
in  preventing  the  spread  of  poliomyelitis.  Nevertheless, 
experience  and  statistical  evidence  suggest  that  the  infection  is 
often  spread  through  the  medium  of  schools,  possibly  by  the  occurrence 
of  mild  unrecognised  cases  of  the  disease  or  by  the  presence  of 
unsuspected  carriers.  In  dealing  with  day  schools,  closure  of  a 
school,  in  whole  or  in  part,  is  the  procedure  most  likely  to  limit 
the  spread,  and  requires  consideration  if  two  or  more  cases  occur 
within  a short  period.  Fortunately  such  action  was  not  necessary 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year*  However,  one  of  the  children 
affected  attended  a school  in  an  adjacent  district  in  which  multiple 
cases  had  occurred  and  to  which  closure  was  ultimately  applied. 

The  production  of  an  effective  vaccine  against  poliomyelitis 
is  now  imminent,  and  assuming  that  unsuspected  difficulties  do  not 
occur,  the  immunisation  of  the  susceptible  population  is  likely  to 
take  place  at  a great  pace.  It  may  be  that  poliomyelitis,  which  in 
the  past  10  years  has  been  such  a source  of  anxiety  to  parents  and  to 
all  concerned  with  the  health  of  children,  will  lose  its  sinister 
importance  as  quickly  os  did  diphtheria  following  the  introduction  of 
immunisation,  f-i 


MEASLES 


Nine  hundred  and  twenty-four  cases  of  measles  were 
notified  during  the  year  compared  with  71  for  1954.  The  case 
rate  per  1,000  population  was  13.75,  1955  can,  therefore,  be 
described  as  an  epidemic  year  for  this  disease,  which  tends  to 
occur  in  two  yearly  cycles. 

One  death  occurred  in  a youth  of  17*  who  was  resident 
in  hospital. and  was  a congenital  mental  defect.  Measles  is 
recognised  as  a serious  risk  to  such  persons,  and  in  the  hospital 
concerned  special  precautions  were  taken  to  protect,  as  far  as 
possible  susceptible  persons. 


DYSENTERY 


Thirteen  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the 
year,  5 of  which  were  patients  in  mental  hospitals.  Those  occurring 
in  hospital  wore  of  the  Flexner  type.  Of  the  remainder  one  was 
of  the  Flexner  type  and  7 of  the  Sonne  type. 

In  7 cases  the  causative  organism  was  of  the  mild  but 
very  infectious  Sonne  type|  in  6,  including  the  5 hospital  cases, 
the  organism  was  of  the  Flexner  type.  In  the  sixth  case  of  Flexner 
type,  the  infection  was  contracted  abroad,  the  patient  becoming 
ill  soon  after  his  arrival  by  air. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 


Fifty-six  cases  were  notified,  giving  an  incidence  rate 
of  82,8  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  compared  with  45  cases  and 
a rate  of  68,3  in  1954*  Fifty- two  of  the  notifications  were 

received  from  the  maternity  unit  of  the  Epsom  District  Hospital,  32 
of  them  relating  to  patients  who  were  admitted  for  theirpcxnfinement 
from  addresses  outside  the  Borough,  Four  notifications  related 
to  confinements  in  private  houses  or  nursing  hemes. 

The  notification  rate  is  four  times  higher  than  the  figure 
for  England,  and  Wales,  and  this  disproportion  recurs  year  by  year. 

The  explanation  for  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  this  district  is 
fortunate  in  having  within  its  boundaries  a hospital  with  a modern 
maternity  department,  in  which  approximately  1,300  births  take  place 
annually.  More  than  one  half  of  the  women  concerned  are  non- 
residents of  the  Borough,  yet  should  any  of  them  become  notifiable 
under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulati  .ns  such  notifications  are 
accredited  to  the  Borough  for  statistical  purposes.  The  notifica- 
tion rate  is  estimated  on  the  total  number  of  notifications  received, 
including  those  relating  to  non-residents  confined  in  the  hospital, 
set  against  the  number  of  births  of  infants  whose  mothers  have  a 
residential  address  in  the  Borough,  Under  existing  statistical 
arrangements  the  notification  rate  of  puerperal  pyrexia  of  surrounding 
districts  is  lowered  at  the  expense  of  Epsom  and  Ewell. 

Notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  are  required  to  be  made 
by  medical  practitioners  in  accordance  with  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Regulations,  1951,  in  which  puerperal  pyrexia  is  defined  as  any 
febrile  condition  occurring  within  14  days-  of  childbirth  or  miscarriage 
in  which  a temperature  of  100,4  F or  more  has  occurred.  This  means 
that  a single  rise  of  temperature  to  100,4  F is  notifiable,  and  it 
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will  be  readily  understood  that  this  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
detected  in  hospital  than  in  domiciliary  midwifery  practice. 

Many  relatively  harmless  conditions  can  cause  sufficient  rise  of 
temperature  to  become  notifiable. 


WHO OPING. COUGH 

Forty-eight  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during 
the  year,  the  incidence  rate  being  0,57  per  1_,000  population 
compared  with  1*70  in  1954*  No  deaths  were  registered  from  the 
disease. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunise ti^  ,n 

Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practitioners 
and  clinics  that  365  children  had  received  a primary  course  and  183 
children  had  received  reinforcing  doses.  The  majority  received 
the  treatment  in  combination  with  immunisation  against  diphtheria. 


FOOD  POISONING 

Twenty  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the 
year  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  0,30  per  1,000  population,.  In 
1954  there  wore  10  notifications  with  an  incidence  rate  of  0„15, 

In  3 cases  the  causative  organism  was  the  staphylococcus  aureas,  and 
in  7 the  salmonella  typhi«mMr ium.  In  the  remainder  the  causative 

organism  was  not  isolated*  and  in  most  cases  it  was  not  possible  to 
incriminate  any  particular  article  of  food. 


tuberculosis 


Notification  of  Jkiberculosis 

Forty— four  primary  notifications  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  of  persons  certified  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
In  Table  VTI  these  are  classified  by  sex  and  age  and  into  pulmonary 
and  nan-pulmonary  types  of  disease.  The  table  is  also  sub-divided 
to  show  whether  the  patient  is  a private  resident  or  hospital  patient. 

Other  names  added  to  the  register  were  those  of  38  persons 
who  came  to  live  in  the  Borough*  having  previously  been  notified  in 
other  areas. 


One  posthumous  notification  was  received*  In  this  case 
the  infection  took  an  extremely  rapid  course*  and  death  occurred 
before  the  diagnosis  could  be  established  with  certainty. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  time  was 
approximately  half  the  number  in  1954*  In  that  year  the  figure  was 
swollen  by  a large  number  of  notificati  .ns  from  the  mental  hospitals 
following  a review  of  the  notificati  n state  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  among  patients  being  treated  for  mental  disorders.  In 
a number  of  cases  previous  notification  could  not  be  traced  and  in 
remedying  this  situation  a considerable  number  of  notifications  were 
received.  The  figure  for  this  year  represents  a more  normal  picture. 
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Registration  of  Notified  Pers  ons 


During  the  year  the  names  of  33  persons  were  added  to  the 
tuberculosis  register,  and  90  were  removed.  Details  of  these 


alterations  were  as  follows : - 

ADDITIONS  TO  REGISTER 

REMOVALS  FROM  REGISTER 

Primary  notifications  relating 

By  Removals  to 

to  private  residents  already 

23 

other  districts 

residing  in  the  district 

(a) 

Private  residents 

36 

Transfer  of  private  residents 

(b) 

Patients  in 

notified  in  other  areas,  now 

34 

institutions 

3 

residing  in  this  district 

By  Recovery 

Notifications  of  persons 

residing  in  institutions 

(a) 

Private  residents 

34 

Primary 

16 

(b) 

Patients  in 

Transfer 

2 

ins  titutions 

1 

Posthumous  notifications 

By  Death 

In  institutions 

In  private  households 

1 

(a) 

Private  residents 

7 

(b) 

Patients  in 

Restored 

institutions 

9 

Private  residents 

2 

33 

90 

In  4 cases  the  cause  of  death  was  not  attributed 
to  tuberculosis  on  the  death  certificate. 

In  addition  9 deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough, 
for  the  purpose  of  death  registrati  .n,  were  of 
persons  whose  names  we  re  on  the  tuberculosis  register 
of  other  districts.  They  were  all  patients  in  mental 
hospitals, 

in  1 instance  the  death  of  a notified  person  on 
the  local  register  was  assigned  to  another  district 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  names  an  the  register 
was  as  follows s- 


Respiratory 

N on-Res  pira tory 

* 

Pfc-la. 

Female 

Male_ 

Female 

In  private  residence 

233 

171 

27 

13 

In  non-private  residence 

22 

-A- 

2 

323 

193 

31 

15 

Doaths 

Nineteen  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  assigned  to  the 
Borough  giving  a death-rate  of  0,23,  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  being  0,15,  Of  the  deaths,  6 were  of  members  of  private 
households,  and  17  of  patients  in  mental  hospitals.  An  analysis 
By  age,  sex  and  form  of  disease  is  found  in  Table  VIII,  which  is 
further  sub-divided  to  show  whether  the  death  was  of  a private 
i*esident  or  of  a patient  in  one  of  the  mental  hospitals. 
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EPSOM,  LEATHERHEAD  AMD  DISTRICT  CAPE  .COMMITTEE 

The  Epsom,  Leatherhead  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care 
Committee  has  continued  its  work  with  energy  during  the  year 
under  the  Chairmanship  of  Alderman  Mrs*  A,  Winter*  The  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  is  Miss  M«  Wright,  who  is  also  the  Surrey 
County  Council^  Care  Almoner  in  the  area,  and  the  Treasurer  is 
Mb a T.  L,  Flanagan,  of  the  Epsom  branch  of  the  Westminster  Bank, 
Members  of  the  Committee  include  representatives  of  the  Borough 
Council,  the  Leatherhead  Urban  District  Council,  Associations 
and  Societies  interested  in  social  welfare,  and  officers  engaged 
in  work  connected  with  health,  welfare  and  relief.  Thus  the 
Committee  is  in  a good  position  to  help  solve  the  special  problems 
of  the  tuberculous  person  and  the  household  to  i/hich  he  belongs, 
and  much  valueable  work  has  been  done. 


(22) 


TABLE  I.  COMPARATIVE  BIRTH,  DEATH  AND  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  INCIDENCE  RATES  OF  INJECTIONS 
DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1954  - 1955. 


1955 

1954 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births 

9.8 

9.7 

Still  Births 

0*30 

0.09 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

16,6 

17.0 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0,28 

0,40 

Influenza 

0.07 

Smallpox 

- 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

Pneumonia 

1,37 

0,80 

Measles 

0.01 

- 

NOTIFICATIONS.  ( Corre c ted ) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.06 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.64 

0,68 

Whooping  Cough 

0.57 

1.70 

Diphtheria 

- 

0,12 

Erysipelas 

0.13 

0,21 

Smallpox 

— 

Measles 

13.75 

1,06 

Pneumonia 

0,91 

0.83 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

0,06 

-> 

(Non-Paralytic) 

0,07 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning 

0.30 

0o15 

' Dysentery 

0,19 

1.91 

Tuberculosis 

0.66 

1.25 

Rates  -per  1.000  Live  Birthp 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Under  1 year  of  age 

12,6 

13a  S 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

9.1 

12.3 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  & Still)  B 

irths 

Still  Births 

29,6 

9.1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Notification  of) 

82.8 

68.3 

Maternal  Mortality 

- 

- 
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+ Bracketed  figures  represent  standardised  rate 

++  All  deaths  of  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  included  from  1953 
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TABLE  III 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  TBS  BOROUGH  OF  EFSOM  AND  EWELL 


In 

Private 

Residence 

| 

In 

Mental 

Hospitals 

TOTAL 

1,  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

1 

15 

16 

2,  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

- 

3 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

13 

15 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6,  Meningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8,  Measles 

— 

1 

1 i 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

4 

4 

8 1 

10,  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11 

6 

17  | 

11,  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

28 

9 

37 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

10 

3 

13  I 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

- 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

58 

17 

75 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleiikaemia 

7 

2 

9 

16,  Diabetes 

5 

- 

5 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

98 

39 

137 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina 

99 

22 

121 

19,  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

16 

23 

20,  Other  heart  disease 

72 

173 

245 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease 

41 

24 

65 

22.  Influenza 

5 

- 

5 

23.  Pneumoaiia 

30 

62 

92 

24.  Bronchitis 

33 

10 

43 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

3 

4 

26,  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 

6 

5 

11 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

1 

4 

28,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

3 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

4 

7 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

3 

- 

3 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

68 

50 

118 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents 

10 

13 

23 

35.  Suicide 

5 

1 

6 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

622 

496  J 

1,118 
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Incidence  rate  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  82.8  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
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DEATHS  JFRQM  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  AGE  AND  SEX'. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  INCIDENCE  AND  MORTALITY  1934-19 
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Figures  now  include  notifications  and  deaths  cf  patients  in  Mental  Hospitals 
which  were  previously  excluded  from  the  local  statistics. 


Public  Health  Department, 
West  Hill  House, 

West  Hill, 

EPSOM, 

Surrey. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
RpROHGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  EVJEI.L 
Mr0  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  nineteenth  Annual  Deport  which  relates 
to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1955 » 

It  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers5  (Outside  London)  regulations, 
1935,  and  gives  details  of  the  various  inspections  and  duties 
performed,  also  a summary  of  nuisances  abated,  defects  remedied  and 
other  matters  which  have  received  attentions  Over  5*A0C  visits 
and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  complaints 
investigated  exceeded  $00 0 Most  of  the  work  required  was  carried 

out  after  informa],  notice  or  verbal  request  and  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  Statutory  Notices  found  necessary  is  an  indication 
that  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  succeeded  In  their  efforts  to 
secure  compliance  with  public  health  requirements  by  persuasive  action 
and  by  giving  advice*  This  applies  particularly  to  matters 
affecting  food  hygiene,  where  better  results  are  usually  obtained  by 
this  method  rather  than  by  enforcement  procedure 0 On  the  other  hand, 
where  such  a policy  does  not  prove  effective,  statutory  action  must 
be  taken  to  deal  with  offenders# 


During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  devoted  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  to  the  inspection  of  houses  which  appeared 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  A preliminary  survey  of  the 
Borough  was  carried  out  and  in  addition  to  inspections  for  minor 
defects,  over  100  houses  were  completely  inspected.  Full  details 
of  the  conditions  found  were  re  ported  to  a Joint  Subcommittee 
appointed  by  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  to  consider 
proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  dwellings  within  the  next  five  years, 
as  the  Council  wore  required  to  submit  their  proposals  to  the 
Minister  under  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
Further  particulars  relating  to  this  matter  and  action  taken  under 
the  Housing  Act  are  referred  to  in  the  report. 

Efforts  have  been  continued  to  secure  the  abolition  of 
cesspools  in  the  Borough  and  the  Council fs  offer  to  undertake  the  work 
of  rc drainage  to  the  public  sever,  under  a re-payment  scheme  referred 
to  in  the  report,  should  encourage  owners  to  provide  mdin  drainage 
where  practicable  and  abolish  existing  cesspools. 


The  question  of  public  conveniences  has  also  received 
further  consideration  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  recommended 
the  provision  of  a permanent  public  convenience  on  Epson  Downs,  which 
would  serve  an  urgent  need.  The  tliroe  public  conveniences  ere  coed  at 
Ewell  and  Stone'ieigh  have  undoubtedly  fulfilled  a long  outstanding 
demand  in  these  areas 0 
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Five  mobile  conveniences  have  been  provided  by  the 
Corporation  and  were  put  into  use  for  the  first  time  at  the  Spring 
Race  Meeting*  Those  conveniences  provided  an  extremely*  good  type 
of  sanitary  accommodation  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Corporation  have 
sot  a standard  which  will  be  followed  by  others  who  provide 
temporary  conveniences  on  the  Downs  during  Race  ibe  tings*  Every 

effort  is  being  made  to  improve  conditions  and  abolish  the 
undesirable  bucket  and  canvas  screen  typo  of  convenience  so  well 
known  to  racegoers. 


The  clearance  of  litter  and  rubbish  on  Epson  Downs  at 
Race  Meetings  is  another  problem  which  has  received  consideration 
during  the  year.  As  a result  of  representations  from  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  an  assurance  was  given  by  the  Grand  Stand 
Association  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  expedite  its  removal, 
but  they  have  pointed  out  that  bad  weather  and  lack  of  labour  are 
the  rain  causes  for  delay.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  public  do 
not  appreciate  the  significance  of  this  problem  and  exercise  more 
care  in  the  disposal  of  newspapers,  race  cards,  food  wrappings, 
empty  bottles,  etc©  The  unsightly  and  unhygienic  mass  of  litter 
ana  rubbish  left  on  the  Downs  after  each  dayJs  racing  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a disgrace,  and  could  bo  avoided  if  people  would  only  retain 
the  type  of  rubbish  I have  mentioned  until  they  find  a proper  pls.ee 
for  disposal,  even  if  it  means  taking  it  home  to  their  own  dustbins, 

I consider  this  is  not  an  unreasonable  suggestion,  particularly  for 
those  with  cars. 


The  statistical  tables  and  comments  in  my  report  give  some 
indication  of  the  amount  and  variety  of  work  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  other  members  of  ny  staff,  all  of  whom  have 
given  loyal  and  efficient  service  throughout  the  year. 


In  conclusion,  I desire  to  place  on  record  my  grati hxie  to 
Dr,  Cyrus  Ire,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  kindly  advice 
and  co-operation,  also  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  all  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
support. 


I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
WM,  H.  Ca  HAGCSR, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


of  Inspections  and  Visits* 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Inspections,  visits  and  re inspections 
Visits  to  work  in  progress  (not  included  above) 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease 
11  11  !I  ” Overcrowding 

!t  51  M " Complaints 

Inspections  and  visits  regarding  drainage 
Inspections  and  visits  regarding  cesspools 
Number  of  drainage  tests  carried  out  213 

Visits  regarding  rats  and  nice  infestation  (not 
including  visits  of  rodent  operatives) 

Visits  regarding  other  vermin  and  insect  pests 
Inspections  of  Caravans,  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  etc. 

Vacant  Lands  and  Dumps 
Rivers  and  Streams 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Public  Conveniences 
Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 
Theatres  and  Cinemas 
S chools 
Offices 

Licensed  Premises 
regarding  Fireguard  Regulations 
Smoke  Observations 


1,561 

607 

267 

9 

360 

4S9 

13 


75 

132 

42 

12 

5 

63 

35 

14 

7 

22 

3 

16 

6 
40 


FACTORIES  ACT , 1937 


No,  on 
Re mister 


Inspections  of  Factories,  (with  power) 

11  11  " (without  power) 

" ” Workplaces 

11  11  Outworkers*  Rooms 


145 

99 

20 

6 

11 

12 

— 

21 

SHOPS  ACT.  1950 


Inspections  and  visits  regarding  shop  hours,  conditions 


of  employment  of  shop  assistants,  etc. 

FOOD  PREMISES  ~ INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

134 

Bakehouse  s 

10 

34 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

16 

Butchers 

37 

33 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

9 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

24 

Food  Vans  and  Vehicles 

37 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

20 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

63 

Grocers  and  Provision  Shops 

73 

Ice-cream  Premises 

115 

103 

Manufacture  or  preparation  of  Preserved  Food 

23 

19 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises 

12 

Public  Market  and  Food  Stalls 

7 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  and  Dining  Rooms 

62 

Slaughterhouse 

1 

110 

Visits  regarding  Unsound  Food 

ISO 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  not  included  above 

501. 

Total 

5,463 
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SAMPLING 


Samples  -under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1°3 

Ice-cream  Samples  33 

Milk  samples  (bacteriological)  97 

Water  samples  from;- 

Main  Supplies  (domestic)  3 

Mental  Hospitals  - private  wells  (untreated)  41 

11  " 11  11  (treated)  19 

Swimming  Baths-  and  Pools  13 

Other  Supply  3 


COMPLAINTS 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints 
received  during  the  year;- 


Insanitary  condition  of  premises  69 
Flooding  13 
Choked  or  defective  drains  149 
Defective  dustbins  7 
Offensive  accumulations  5 
Keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  6 
Rat  or  mice  infestation  534 
Nuisance  from  flies  or  other  insect  posts  49 
Vermin  1 
Offensive  smells  26 
Unsound  Food  12 
Milk  supply,  milk  bottles,  etc,  5 
Factory  and  Shops  Acts  11 
Overcrowding  1 
Smoke  12 
Mis  ce  llano  ous  26 


9O6 


NUISANCES  AND  DETECTS 

Number  of  promises  where  nuisances  or  defects  found  110 

Number  of  nuisances  or  defects  fouid  538 

NOTICES 


Number  of  Notices  served  rnder  the  foil-owing  Acts;- 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(Statutory) 

10 

11  n ti  11 

(informal) 

87 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(Statutory) 

(informal) 

2 

11  11  it 

- 

Factories  Act,  1937 

11 

12 

Shops  Act,  1950 

ti 

4 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933 

11 

18 

133 

Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  9 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED.  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 
AND  OTHER  SANITARY  MATTE liS  ATTENDED  TO . 


Choked  drains  cleared 
Drains  repaired  or  relaid 
Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired 
W,Cls  repaired  or  renewed 
¥ . C * S'  cleansed 

W,C,s  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
W.Cig  now  or  additional 

Soil  vent  pipes  or  F,A.Ifs  repaired  or  renewed 
Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
New  gullies  provided 

New  sinks  or  wash  basins  provided  or  renewed 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Cesspools  repaired  or  emptied 

Cesspools  abolished 

Cesspools  new 

New  dustbins  provided 

Yard  paving  provided  or  repaired 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  e>r  rebuilt 

Roofs  repaired 

Eaves  guttering  or  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Walls  (external)  rendered , re-pointed  or  repaired 

Walls  replastered  or  repaired 

Ceilings  replastered  or  repaired 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  or  renewed 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

Sashcords  provided  or  renewed 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  provided 

Dampness  remedied 

Food  stores  ventilated,  repaired  or  cleansed 
Rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis 
Disinfection  on  request  (cost  defrayed) 

Rooms,  etc,,  sprayed  for  flies  or  other  insect  pests 
Bakehouses  cleansed 

Slaughterhouses,  stables  or  pigsties  cleansed 
Keeping  of  animals  - nuisances  abated 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Miscellaneous  defects  remedied 


139 

76 

67 

28 

5 
4 

52 

29 

10 

55 

120 

O 

6 

6 

0 
A* 

21 

10 

13 

54 

50 

21 

37 

24 

42 

19 

10 

1 
13 

35 

23 
3 

36 
3 
9 
1 

24 
9 
6 
2 
7 

79 


HOUSING 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954?  which  came  into 
force  on  the  30th  August,  1954?  required  all  local  authorities  to 
submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  within  one 
year,  proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  their  districts 
during  the  next  five  years. 

A preliminary  survey  of  properties  in  the  Borough  was 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a list  prepared  of  premises 
which  appeared  to  be  in  a condition  to  justify  further  inspection. 

As  a result  of  this  survey,  115  houses  were  subsequently  completely 
inspected.  It  was  considered  that  25  were  capable  of  repair,  9 were 
likely  to  be  absorbed  by  private  development,  leaving  41  to  be  dealt 
with  in  small  clearance  areas,  and  40  as  individual  unfit  houses, 
thereby  placing  upon  the  Council  the  possibility  of  having  to  re-house 
the  families  in  81  dwellings. 
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A full  report  was  submitted  to  a Joint  Sub-Committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Council’s  proposals 
for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  which  appeared  liable  to  be  demolished 
and  after  full  consideration*  the  following  recommendation  was 
approved  by  the  Council 

A.  That  the  proposals  submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  dealing 
with  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough  be  approved. 

B,  That  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
bo  informed  that  subject  to  the  necessary  land  being 
made  available  the  Corporation  propose  to  deal  with 
approximately  half  their  slum  clearance  programme  - 
involving  40  houses  - within  the  next  five  years, 
leaving  the  remainder  of  the  programme  to  be  dealt 
with  when  the  development  of  the  major  portion  of  the 
Sewage  Farm  is  undertaken,  within  probably  10  years’ 
time. 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  following  dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human 
habitation  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in  consequence  of 
Official  Repre sentations s - 

47.  South, Street,  Epsom. 

Tenant  rehoused  and  premises  vacated  28/2/55  in 
consequence  of  Closing  Order  made  22/12/54* 

75.  Bracken  Path,  Epsom. 

Tenant  re -housed  and  premises  vacated  4/l/55,  in 
consequence  of  Closing  Order  made  22/12/54*  House  subsequently 
reconditioned  and  Closing  Order  determined. 

3.  Prospect  Place,  Epsom. 

Closing  Order  made  18/2/55*  Tenant  re-housed  and 
premises  nox/  used  as  a store. 

33.  Ashley  Road,  lb  son. 

Closing  Order  made  in  respect  of  part  of  building  on 
first  floor  22/12/54*  Tenant  offered  accommodation  which  was  not 
accepted  - further  offer  being  made. 

30...  82,  34  and  36  Wood  cote  Green  Road.  Epsom. 

Demolition  Orders  made  22/12/54*  Only  one  cottage 
occupied  (No,  30).  Tenant  re-housed  and  premises  vacated  10/2/55. 
All  four  cottages  demolished  20/5/55. 

88,  Kingston  Road.  Ewell 

Premises  vacant.  Closing  Order  made  18/2/55. 
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Housing  (Pont.) 

93  and  100.  Kingston  Road,  Ewell 

Demolition  Orders  made  22/12/54*  No,  9S?  Tenant  re-housed 
and  premises  vacated  9/2/55*  Ho,  100,  Tenant  (sole  occupant) 
awaiting  alternative  accomodation, 

102,  Kingston  Road,  Eye 11, 

Premises  vacant  - undertaking  accepted  from  owner  that 
house  will  not  be  used  for  human  habitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  negotiations  were  proceeding  for 
the  Council  to  acquire  86  - 110,  Kingston  Road,  Ewell,  for 
re  do  ve lopnen t purpose  s , 

9 and  10,.  Castle  View,  Epsom.  Demolition  Orders  made  18/2/55* 

No,  9;  tenant  re-housed  and  premises  vacated  12/12/55? 

No,  10,  tenant  offered  accomodation,  which  was  not 
accepted  - further  offer  being  made, 

37,  Providence  Place . Epsom,  and 
A«  Brickfield  Cottages,  The  Kims omro, _ .Ewell , 

Official  Representations  submitted  to  Committee  17/ll/55* 
Matter  under  consideration  at  end  of  year. 

Dwelling-houses  demolished 


Three  promises  regarded  as  unfit  for  occupation  wore 
demolished  during  the  year,  two  of  them  as  a result  of  informal 
action  and  the  third  for  private  redevelopment. 


Eighty- three  informal  notices  relating  to  housing  defects 
were  served  on  owners  of  houses  capable  of  repair  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  seventy-four  of  these  notices  had  been  complied  with. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  the  year,  twenty-nine  applications  were  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  in  each  case  a certificate  was  granted. 
Four  certificates  were  subsequently  revoked  on  completion  of  the 
necessary  repairs. 


Overcrowding 


In  the  course  of  investigating  complaints  and  applications 
for  housing  accommodation,  six  families  vrere  found  to  be  living  under 
overcrowded  conditions.  In  one  case  the  family  has  since  moved  out 
of  the  Borough^  but  in  the  other  cases  no  action  has  been  taken  as 
alternative  accommodation  is  not  available. 
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Housing  (cent.) 


Three  houses  were  dealt  with  for  bug  infestation.  In 
each  case  the  rooms  affected  were  thoroughly  sprayed  with  insecti- 
cide and  where  necessary,  bedding,  etc,,  was  removed  for  steam 
disinfection. 

Subsequent  inspections  were  made  and  in  no  case  was  any 
re-infestation  reported. 

Schools 

Twenty-two  inspections  and  visits  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors: 
were  made  during  the  year  to  schools  in  the  Borough,  including 
private  schools. 

There  are  twenty-five  private  schools  in  the  Borough, 


FACTORIES 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act.  191 


(l)  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provision  as  to  health 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors, 


Number  of 

Premises 

0) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prose- 

cuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

r " * "n  1 

20 

6 

^ i 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

145 

99 

12 

| 

(ii&)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 1 
premises) 

11 

1?. 

i 

i 

i 

TOTAL 

176 

117 

12 

- 
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(2) 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds 


Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defe c ts  were  found; 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overclouding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  Temperature  iS#3) 

inadequate  Ventilation  (S,4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  relating 

to  outwork) 

TOTAL 


Found 

Rene- 

Keie 
to  H.M. 

by  H.M, 

died 

Ins pec- 

Ins pec- 

tor 

tor 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

17 

17 

1 

mm 

2 

mm 

2 

- 

- 

11 

11 

— 

5 

21 

21 

51 

51 

- 

1 

6 

No#  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 
(7) 


*1 


3 Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111), 


Section  110 

— — ■ — ~ 

Section  U1 

No.  of 

«H 

o 

e 

o 

S3 

o 

a 

o 

£3 

S3 

o 

* 

c 

Hs 

Noti- 

Prose- 

Nature 

Out- 

cases  of 

prose- 

instances 

ces 

cu- 

of 

workers 

defaults 

cutions 

of  work 

served 

tions 

W ork 

in  Aug# 

in  send- 

for  fail- 

in 

list 

ing  lists 

ing  to 

unwhole- 

required 

to  the 

supply 

sone 

by  Sec. 

110  (l)(c) 

Council 

lists 

premises 

(D 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Wearing 

apparel 
(making,  etc# 
cleansing  and 
washing) 

2 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings 



TOTAL 

3 

mm 

- 

' 

- 

j 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  irun.be r of  milk  distributors  and  dairy  premises  (other 
than  dairy  farms)  in  the  Borough,  registered  in  accordance  with  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949?  is  as  follows s- 


Retail  Purveyors  (with  premises  in  the  Borough)  4 

" n (from  outside  the  Borough)  3 

Milk  Receiving  Depots  4 

Shops  from  which  bottled  milk  is  sold  17 


Milk  Licences 

The  following  licences  to  sell  graded  milk  were  granted 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949?  during 
the  year,  19 55  s- 


"Tuberculin  Tested" 

Dealers 

10 

Sunulene  ntary 

6 

"Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised" 

- 

2 

"Pasteurised" 

10 

7 

"Sterilised" 

02- 

7 

39 

22 

During  the  year,  97  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  milk 
distributors,  including  supplies  to  local  hospitals  and  schools, 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination* 


The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  grades  of  milk 
sampled  and  results  of  the  examinations s~ 


Grade 


Nqa  of  Samples 


"Tuberculin  Tested"  2 
"Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised"  16 
"Pasteurised  1 73 
"Sterilised"  1 


97 


Results  of  Tests  5- 


Mettyl^ae  Blue 

Test 

Phosphatase 

Test  % 

Turbidity 

Test 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

fa  ctory 

factory 

+ "Tuberculin  Tested" 

2 

"T.T.  Pasteurised" 

12 

1 

16 

— 

"Pasteurised" 

76 

2 

78 

mm 

"Sterilised" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

mm 

93 

1 

3 

94 

- 

1 

tm 

Milk  Sampling  ( cent. ) 

$ Methylene  Blue  Test  not  applied  to  1 sample 
£ Phosphates  " " " " 3 samples 

+ One  sample  of  "Tuberculin  Tested"  milk 

was  subi.'iitted  for  a Biological  Test  which  was 
reported  as  satisfactory. 

TEAT  MD  OTHER  FOOLS 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  but 
at  the  request  of  the  South  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  inspection  of  all  animals  after 
slaughter  at  Horton  Farm,  where  a slaughterhouse  is  in  regular  use 
for  the  supply  of  meat  to  Mental  Hospitals  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  summary  relates  to  the  inspection  of  animals 
after  slaughter  at  the  above-mentioned  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned s— 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1 

86 

87 

- 

413 

- 

Number  inspected 

1 

86 

87 

- 

413 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

am 

| 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

10 

9 

~ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

11.62# 

2,17% 

1 

l 

l 

I 

| 

i 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS.  1933  - 195.4 

Five  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  to  slaughter 
animals  under  the  above  Acts  were  received  and  considered  by  the 
Council*  In  each  case  the  licence  was  granted,  and  the  fees 
amounting  to  5/-  (five  shillings)  were  forwarded  to  the  Borough 
Treasurer* 

Butchers1  Shoes 

There  are  thirty-seven  butchers1  shops  in  the  Borough  all 
of  which  have  been  periodically  inspected  during  the  year,  eighty- 
throe  visits  and  inspections  being  made* 

A refrigerator  or  other  means  of  cold  storage  is  provided 
at  each  shop  and  all  have  permanent  glass  ’windows  as  shop  fronts* 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  butchers’  shops  lias,  on  the 
whole,  been  very  satisfactory* 

Condemned  Heat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  meat  and  other  foods  were  inspected  at  shops 
and  food  stores  within  the  Borough  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  - 
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Condemned  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Meat  and  Offal 

Lamb  carcases 

477f  lbs. 

Cheese  (Cream) 

and  Plucks 

14 

Cheese 

Pigs1  Heads 

6 

Tinned  Fruit 

Sausages  and  Sausage 

28|-  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

Meat 

Bilberries 

Tinned  Meat 

223  tins. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

Pies 

304 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

Bacon 

5 li  lbs. 

Milk 

Rabbits 

61  lbs. 

Milk  Powder 

Chicken 

1 

Mincemeat 

Sweet  Fat 

18  lbs 

Peanuts 

Chicken  and  Egg 

Sago 

Delight 

48 

Tea 

Chicken  Cutlets 

48 

Flour 

Fish 

34lr  st. 

Other  foodstuffs 

Tinned  Fish 

75  tins 

5 lbs* 

10  pkts, 

315  tins. 

114-  lbs . 

25  lbs. 

216  tins. 

78  jars. 

37  tins. 

12  lbs. 

25  jars. 

358  lbs. 

9 lbs. 

2?lbs. 

42  lbs. 

106  tins,  jars 
or  pkts. 


Wherever  possible,  foodstuffs  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  are  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  (if  not  diseased) 
or  utilised  for  other  practical  purposes  to  avoid  waste. 


Bakehouses 

Thirty-four  inspections  and  visits  were  made  during  the 
year  to  the  ten  bakehouses  on  the  register. 


At  five  bakehouses  matters  were  found  requiring  attention 
and  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  as  a result 
of  verbal  or  written  notices s- 


Cleansing  of  walls  and  ceilings  9 
Repairs  to  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  1 
Repair  of  floors  1 
Removal  of  rubbish  and  cleansing  of  yard  1 
Miscellanesous  matters  15 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  - Sampling 

Formal  and  informal  samples  have  been  taken  regularly  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  Sampling  Officers  and  forwarded  to 
Mr,  Do  D.  Moir,  who  is  appointed  as  Public  Analyst  to  the  Corporation. 

During  the  year  103  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis, 
and  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  summary,  covered  a wide  range 
of  commodities0.- 


Article 

Number  of  Samples 
Examined 

Reported  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  rise 
to  irregularity 

i 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

1 Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

Boracic  Acid  Eye 

Lotion 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

2 

Calamine  Lotion 

1 

Chemical  Food  Syrup 

1 
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Article 

Number 

Exo 

of  Samples 
.mined 

Reported  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  rise 
to  irregularity 

Formal 

I 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Forward 

6 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

2 

Cooked  Meat 

1 

Gough  Syrup 

1 

Cream  ■ - tinned 

1 

Double  Cream 

3 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

Flour  - Self  Raising 

2 

Formamint  Tablets 

1 

Ginger  Bread  Mixture 

1 

Glucose  Lemon  and 

Barley  Powder 

1 

! Halibut  Liver  Oil 

Capsules 

1 

Honey 

1 

Honey  Mixture 

1 

Horseradish  Relish 

1 

Ice-cream 

2 

3 

1 

Ice  Lollies 

1 

Jam 

i 

1 

Lemon  Essence 

1 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

Liver  Sausage 

1 

j Margarine 

1 

j Moat  Paste 

1 

| Milk 

26 

I Milk  - Gondensed 

1 

Mixed  Fruit 

3 

j Mixed  Spice 

X 

j Molasses 

1 

| Nutmeg 

1 

Orange  Squash 

1 

Peel  - Mixed 

1 

| Pie  Filling 

1 

| Pork  Pie 

2 

j Rosena 

X 

| Sausages  - Beof 

2 

■j  Sausages  - Pork 

7 

| Sausage  Meat 

1 

{ Salami 

1 

Semolina 

1 

Soup 

2 

J Spiced  Beef  & Tongue 

1 

j Spcngo  Mixture 

1 

| Steak  & Kidney  Pie 

i Suet 

1 

1 Sweets 

2 

1 

Tapioca 

1 

Tea 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

Vinegar 

2 

Zinc  Cream 

42 

61 

2 

(45) 


The  following  details  relate  to  samples  reported  on 
■unfavourably  and  action  taken; - 


Sample  No, 
and  date 
taken. 

Article 

Infringement 

Action  taken 

6l 

27/7/55 

Ice-cream 

Fat  content  4 per  cent. 

Ice-creqn  shall  contain 
not  less  than  5 per  cent 
fat  (The  Food  Standards 
(ice-cream)  Order,  1953). 
In  other  respects  the 
ice-cream  conformed  with 
the  legal  standards  for 
milk  solids  other  than 
fat  and  for  sugar. 

A subsequent 
formal  sample 
taken  from  the 
same  supply  was 
found  to  be 
satisfactory 

71 

Sweets 

Proportion  of  milk  fat 

On  further 

28/9/55 

(Whipped 

in  this  article  was 

investigation. 

Cream 

insufficient  to  justify 

it  was  found 

Whirls) 

the  description. 

that  this 
confectionery 
was  imported 
from  Holland, 
and  as  there  is 
no  statutory 
standard  which 
can  be  applied, 
no  further 
action  was  taken. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  9.  Legal.  Proceedings. 


Following  complaint  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a loaf  of 
bread  found  to  contain  a cigarette  end,  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  firm  of  bakers  concerned* 


The  case  was  heard  at  Epsom  Magistrates’  Court  on  the 
20th  January,  1955,  and  the  defendants  pleaded  guilty*  A fine  of 
40/-  was  imposed  and  the  Council  awarded  three  guineas  costs. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  193 S,  Section  lAa 


Twenty-eight  premises  are  registered  under  this  Section 
for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 


Premises 


During  the  year,  considerable  tine  was  devoted  to  the 
routine  inspection  of  food  shops  and  other  premises  where  food  is 
prepared.  The  register  of  all  such  premises  includes  the  following;- 


Bakehouses 

10 

Bakers 

20 

Butchers 

37 

Oof  go  and  Bsstausunts 

52 

Confectioners 

62 

Food  Shops  and  other  Feed  Premises (cent, ) 


Dairies  and  Milks hops  21 
Fishmongers  (wet  and  dry)  17 
Fried  Fish  Shops  7 
Greengrocers  44 
Grocers  and  General  Stores  9G 
Ice-cream  Retailers  115 


A substantial  amount  of  structural  and  cleansing  work  has 
been  carried  out  in  food  shops , also  in  cafes  and  kitchens.  Much 
of  this  work  has  been  done  at  the  request;  or  on  the  advice  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors, 

The  following  matters  have  been  attended  to  during  the 
year  as  a result  of  verbal  or  written  notices s- 


Constant  supply  of  hot  water  provided  3 

Cleansing  or  repair  of  walls  and  ceilings 
of  shops,  storerooms,  staff  rooms, 

W,C*s  etc,  27 

New  sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  provided  3 

Repairs  to  drainage  or  sanitary  fittings  4 

Renewals  or  repairs  of  floors  4 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  1 

Additional  means  for  protection  of  food 

from  contamination  5 

Other  repairs  or  matters  attended  to  26 


The  majority  of  traders  shew  a readiness  to  comply  with 
requirements  and  are  willing  to  co-operate  in  the  efforts  being 
made  to  raise  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  food. 

Glean  Food  Byelaws 

The  Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Council  and  came  into  operation  on  the  17th  July,  1950, 

Shops  Act,  1950 

One  hundred  and  eight-four  inspections  and  visits  were 
made  regarding  shop  hours  and  conditions  of  employment  of  shop 
assistants.  The  majority  of  shops  close  earlier  than  required  by 
the  general  closing  hours  specified  under  the  Act  and  no  infringements 
were  found.  Wednesday  is  recognised  as  the  early  closing  day  for  most 
of  the  shops  in  the  Borough,  but  there  is  a tendency  for  some  shop- 
keepers, particularly  hairdressers,  to  adopt  an  alternative  half  day 
in  order  to  remain  open  on  Wednesdays, 

Conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  were  generally 
satisfactory  and  only  minor  matters  were  found  requiring  attention. 

Ice-cream 

The  number  of  premises  used  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  or  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  registered  under  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows  s - 

For  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  1 

For  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 

Total  115 
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Ice-cream  (cont, ) 


All  retailers  obtain  their  supplies  of  ice-crean  from 
mnufacturers  outside  the  Borough;  with  the  exception  of  one  who 
manufactures  a snail  quantity  on  the  promises. 

Ice-crean  Sampling 

During  the  year;  thirty- three  samples  of  iceroream 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  following 
table  gives  a sunnary  of  the  results 


1955 

Manufacturers 

Grades 

I II  III 

IV 

Retailers  only 
Grades 

I II  III  IV 

Total 

January 

B t 

2 

wm 

2 

| February 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

March 

— 

April 

- 

May 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Juno 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

July 

- 

- 

~ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

! August 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

2 

1 

p m 

1 

4 

| September 

- 

1 

2 

- 

3 

1 

2 

1 

10 

j October 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1 

8 

November 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

December  - 

1 

M 

L 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

£ 

- 

IS 

4 

4 

3 

33 

Prevention  of  Damage  bv  Postd  Act,  1949. 

In  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  above  Act; 
occupiers  of  land  or  buildings  are  under  an  obligation  to  notify 
the  local  authority  in  writing  of  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice 
in  substantial  numbers.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  every  local 
authority  to  take  such  steps  as  my  bo  necessary  to  secure;  so 
far  as  practicable;  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats 
and  nice.  They  are  empowered  to  make  inspections  and 
enforce  owners  and  occupiers  to  carry  out  such  operations  as  my 
be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

Advice  and  assistance  are  given  to  persons  who  report 
any  infestation  or  apply  for  information  as  to  preventive  measures. 
Such  advice  is  based  on  methods  of  destruction  recommended  by  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


Where  treatment  is  carried  out  at  premises  other  than 
private  dwellings;  a charge  is  made  at  the  rate  of  6/-  per  hour 
with  a minimum  charge  of  6/-, 

Two  full-time  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  by  the 
Corporation  and  their  work  is  performed  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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Tho  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 


the  years- 


Number  of  complaints  and  reports  investigated  536 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  6,073 

Number  of  promises  found  infested  716 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation’s  Rodent  Operatives $- 

at  private  premises  312 

at  business  premises  105 

Number  of  rats  known  to  have  been  caught 
and  destroyed  bys- 

(a)  the  Corporation’s  Rodent  Operatives  1,152 

(b)  by  employees  at  Sewage  Farm  25 


Sewer  Rat  Control 

The  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  Tho  work  is  carried  out  by  a Rodent  Operative  with 
assistance  of  sewernon  from  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department, 

For  the  purpose  of  treatment,  the  Borough  is  divided 
into  thirteen 'sections  and  during  May,  10$  of  the  sower  mnholes 
in  each  section,  with  exception  of  Section  No,  11,  were  test  baited. 
This  was  fallowed  by  the  first  treatment,  which  included  pre-baiting 
and  poisoning  any  manhole  where  evidence  of  infestation  was  found. 

In  the  case  of  Section  11,  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  was  carried  out 
without  test-baiting  as  it  was  previously  known  to  be  infested. 

During  November  a second  treatment  was  undertaken.  This 
included  the  pro-baiting  of  all  manholes  where  there  had  been  ’takes’ 
under  tho  first  treatment  and  poison-baiting  where  manholes  shewed 
evidence  of  further  ’takes’. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out:- 
lostjtaitingr  (l0$  of  manholes  in  each  Section) 


Number  of  manholes  test-baited  156 

Number  of  mnholes  showing  takes  24 

First  Treatment 

Number  of  mnholes  pre-baited  24 

Number  of  mnholes  (Sec,  No,  11 ) 

pre-baited  jh.  63 

Second  Treatment 

Number  of  manholes  pre-baited  75 

Number  of  manholes  showing  ’takes’ 

and  poison-baited  33 


Insect  Posts 

Numerous  requests  were  received  for  advice  and  assistance 
in  dealing  with  various  types  of  household  insect  pests;  flies, 
moths,  furniture  beetles,  woodwork!,  etc. 

Assistance  is  also  given  in  the  destruction  of  wasps’ 
nests,  without  charge,  and  during  the  year  170  nests  were  dealt 
with  on  request. 
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School  Disinfestation 

At  the  request  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  the 
Corporation  agreed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation  at 
schjol  buildings,  school  canteens  and  other  properties  in  the 
Borough  owned  by  the  Surrey  County  Council* 


This  work  has  been  undertaken  since  the  1st  April,  1950, 
and  the  charges  mdo  are  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  labour,  plus 
materials  and  a reasonable  charge  for  administration, 

Moscjuit,  C ; -,n tr ol 

The  spraying  of  ponds  and  pools  in  the  Wilmorhatch  Lane 
area  was  carried  out  as  in  former  years,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
Borough,  These  control  measures  have  largely  reduced  the  nuisance 
from  mosquitoes. 


Snoke  Abatement 

Twelve  complaints  were  received  regarding  excessive  smoke 
and  fumes  from  boiler  chimneys,  including  a hospital  boiler  house, 
a laundry  and  two  piggeries  where  boilers  were  in  use,  also  one 
d ome stic  b oiler. 

In  the  case  of  the  hospital  chimney,  two  complaints  were 
received  and  on  investigation  it  was  found  that  on  one  occasion 
excessive  smoke  had  been  caused  by  the  breakdown  of  an  old  boiler 
and  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  rate  of  burning  in  another 
which  had  recently  been  installed.  On  the  second  occasion  it  was 
due  to  soot  blowing  off  fire  tubes  and  instructions  were  given  to 
the  boiler  staff  to  prevent  a recurrence. 

Regular  observations  were  made  over  a period  of  a week  in 
the  case  of  a laundry  where  there  wore  two  chimneys  which  had  given 
rise  to  complaint.  One  of  the  chimneys  from  a boiler  which  was 
mechanically  fed  showed  no  evidence  of  nuisance,  but  the  other  from 
a hand  filed  boiler  emitted  black  smoke  at  short  intervals.  The 
matter  was  discussed  with  the  Company  concerned,  which  resulted  in 
an  improvement  and  the  chimney  is  being  kept  under  observation. 

The  owners  of  the  two  piggeries  were  informed  of  complaints 
received  regarding  smoke  from  their  boiler  chimneys  and  advised  as  to 
precautions.  In  the  case  of  the  domestic  boiler,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  nuisance. 

During  the  late  autumn,  it  was  noted  on  several  occasions 
that  black  smoko  was  emitted  in  volume  from  the  boiler  chimney  at  a 
local  cinema.  The  heating  plant  is  oil  fired  and  the  owners* 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  nuisance.  Subsequently,  a general  over- 
haul was  carried  out  and  there  has  since  been  a marked  improvement. 

Mortuary 


One  hundred  and  fifteen  bodies  have  been  admitted  to  the 
mortuary  and  post-mortems  held  during  the  year.  The  number  includes 
thirty-nine  bodies  from  outside  districts,  fees  amounting  to 
£29.  5,  0,  being  received  for  the  use  of  the  post-mortem  room, 

A refrigeration  plant  with  cold  store  containing  a three- 
tier  body  rack  is  installed  at  the  Mortuary, 


. 

■ 


■ 


This  Act,  which  canc  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1952, 
provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a pet  shop  except  under  licence 
granted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  on  payment  of  a fee  not  exceeding  ten  shillings. 

Three  renewal  applications  were  received  and  licences  granted!  in  1955o 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  x/hich  are  subject  to 
registration  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  no  samples  of  rag 
flock  or  other  fillings  were  taken  during  the  year* 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards]  Act,  1952e  and  Regulations.  1953* 


The  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  October,  1953;  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  as 
authorised  officers,  have  carried  out  inspections  of  heating 
appliances  offered  for  sale  at  business-  premises.  In  several  cases 
advice  was  given  with  regard  to  requirements  of  the  Regulations, 
but  inspections  revealed  no  infringements. 
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